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MAX LANGER 
Dresden 191! - New York 1963, 

the only son of David and Klara Langer, both born in Poland who 
came to Dresden in the early 1900s where they operated a furniture 
store. Both were deported and died in the holocaust. 

Max Langer went to Gymnasium in Dresden. After Hitler assumed power 
in 1933, he left for Grenoble to learn a trade in preparation for 
life in Palestine where he planned to spend his future. He took up 
carpentry and furniture design in which he seems to have excelled 
as he was awarded two prizes for excellence. 

Two note-books containing Langer's poems have only recently come 
to light, discovered in a spring cleaning by his niece Hannah 
Nahsm of Rockaway, N.J,. in the house she had shared with her late 
mother Dora Schaferman, Max'’s sister. 

His beautiful poems reveal Max Langer as a talanted artist of ex- 
ceptional variety, a lyrical dreamer and romantic. Beginning with 
a song of love and praise of nature's forces, he describes next 
an event he witnessed in Dresden, the fire of theltownhall. 
Slowly he is becoming aware of the coming Nazi danger, though not 
sensing the full .horror yet, speaking of "death taking a jew 
now and then". 

Of particular interest is his vision of Dresden bombed -this in 

airplane overhead, poison gas, thepanic, the masses running back 
and forth, Dresden in ruins,and sudden stillness: "...death has 
reaped his harvest! (I-pp.25/26) 

Several of the poems are dated, the first on p.I-63 dated 
Paris, October 31,1933 and some more until December 18,1933. 
The next poem,of May 3, 1935 relates his first impression on 
his arrival in Palestine, the Holy land, a jubilation of Erez 
Israel, where hqworked and struggled. There was no time or 
maybe no inclination for poetry because we find only one last 
entry, dated March 8, 1937, a final good-bye to dreams: 

1933 ! -the rairoad station 2 Und the castle in flames, an 

Keine Sekunde sich geben 
Hier ist mein Ziel 
Hiernach muss ich streben 
Mein" Herz muss ich in Wirklichkeit weben... 

Back to reality...and the hardllife was to signal an end to 
Langer'"s secret dream-life. He never spoke about his poetry and 
not much about his life in Israel. Disappointed with life and 
broken in spirit, he left Israel in 19.. and came to the 
United States. He tried his luck in a few different fields, 
Not meeting with success, he died of a rare disease in 1963. 
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